THE ffOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

Empire, however, the blow fell first and heaviest. As
when Alaric entered Rome, the spell of ages was broken,
Christendom saw her greatest and most venerable insti-
tution dishonoured and helpless ; allegiance was no longer
undivided, for who could presume to fix in each case the
limits of the civil and ecclesiastical jurisdictions? The
potentates of Europe beheld in the Papacy a force which,
if dangerous to themselves, could be made to repel the
pretensions and baffle the designs of the strongest and
haughtiest among them. Italy learned how to meet the
Teutonic conqueror by gaining the papal sanction for the
leagues of her cities. The German princes, anxious to
narrow the prerogative of their head, were the natural
allies of his enemy, whose spiritual thunders, more terrible
than their own lances, could enable them to depose an
j aspiring monarch, or extort from him any concessions
j they desired. Their altered tone is marked by the pro-
mise they required from Rudolf of Swabia, whom they set
up as a rival to Henry, that he would not endeavour to
make the throne hereditary.
It is not possible here to dwell on the details of the
great struggle of the Investitures, rich as it is in the in-
terest of adventure and character, momentous as were its
results for the future. A word or two must suffice to
describe the conclusion, not indeed of the whole drama,
which was to extend over centuries, but of what
may be called its first act. Even that act lasted beyond
the lives of the original performers. Gregory the Seventh
passed away at Salerno in A.D. 1085, exclaiming with his
last breath * I have loved justice and hated iniquity, there-
fore I die in exile/ Twenty-one years later, in AJ>. 1106,
Henry IV died, dethroned by an unnatural son whom the
hatred of a relentless pontiff had raised in rebellion against